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Storm Kelpies

The Blue men of the Minch

Folklore tells of a tribe of supernatural sea creatures called the Blue Men of The Minch (also known as
Storm Kelpies) who used to inhabit the stretch of water known as the Minch, between Lewis,

The Shiant Islands and Long island.

They lived in deep underwater caves in a clan system ruled by a chief and, with mermen,

they would swim alongside ships passing the Sound of Shiant in an attempt to lure sailors into the water,

Like many Sea creatures they could be beaten by a cunning tongue and many a sea captain is said

to have escaped sure disaster with the sharpness of his tongue.

There are a few theories regarding their origins and historically they are thought to be a folk memory
of Moorish slaves marooned in Ireland in the 9th century by Viking pirates and slave traders.

As an inspiration for this piece of music, the perilous journey of one of the ships is depicted on a voyage

through these waters where the Kelpies are ever near, finally overcoming them and arriving safely at the
journeys end.
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