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Francesca Caccini (18 September 1587 — after 1641) was an [talian composer, singer,
lutenist, poet, and music teacher of the early Baroque era. She was the daughter of Giulio
Caccini, and was one of the best-known and most influential female European composers
between Hildegard of Bingen in the 12th century and the 19th century. Her stage work,
La liberazione di Ruggiero, has been widely considered the first opera by a woman
COMPpOSETr.

La liberazione di Ruggiero dall'isola d'Alcina (En. "The Liberation of Ruggiero from
the island of Alcina") is a comic opera in four scenes by Francesca Caccini, first
performed February 3, 1625 at the Villa di Poggio Imperiale in Florence, with a libretto
by Ferdinando Saracinelli, based on Ludovico Ariosto's Orlando Furioso. It is the first
opera written by a woman, and was long considered to be the first Italian opera to be
performed outside of Italy.[l] It was performed to celebrate a visit from Prince Wladistaw
of Poland during Carnival 1625, and it had a revival in Warsaw in 1628. The work was
commissioned by Regent Archduchess Maria Maddalena of Austria, wife of Cosimo 11
de' Medici, for whom Caccini worked. Ruggiero was printed under the protection of
Maria Magdalena in 1625, only five years after the first printed opera in Italy. It is the
only opera by Francesca Caccini to survive.

Wikipedia
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